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Wolsey's character than did the story of Magdalen
Tower ; and in the year 1501, the year of Dorset's
death, we find him growing rich in favours.
He obtained a dispensation to hold two other
benefices with Lymington ; and to be absent
from them all. This absence was highly to be
desired, as, almost simultaneously with them, he
was" promoted to a private chaplaincy to Henry
Dean, Archbishop of Canterbury. This was the
first real step into power which Wolsey had yet
experienced ; but it seemed, even now, that his
career was to be blighted at the start. For his
patrons were dying as he rose in power. Dorset
had died in 1501, within two years of his becoming
Wolsey's patron ; and Dean himself had died in
1503, within two years of the promotion. It was
lucky for Wolsey, however, that the Archbishop's
executor, Sir Reginald Bray, had his eye on him.
He deputed many of the funeral arrangements to
him - a task that would have suited mightily his
love of pomp and organising capacity - and, not
long after the burial, obtained for him the
chaplaincy to Sir Richard Nanfan, deputy-
lieutenant of Calais.

This move was of the greatest significance in
Wolsey's career, although he almost certainly did
not realise the feet at the time. For Nanfan held
one of the most important diplomatic offices in
the kingdom, and one, moreover, that would only
be entrusted to a personal friend of the King.
Nanfan. h^ino- an old man. was looking- about for